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Partnership for a Drug-Free New Jersey
In Cooperation with the Governor’s Council on Alcoholism
& Drug Abuse and the NJ Department of Human Services www.drugfreenj.org

The Partnership for a Drug-Free New Jersey is a private 501( c ) ( 3) not-for-profit organization. We are proud to receive support from both the Governor’s
Council on Alcoholism & Drug Abuse and the New Jersey Department of Human Services, through the State of New Jersey’s Drug Enforcement Demand
Reduction Fund, as well as from a broad range of corporations and foundations.  All Partnership for a Drug-Free New Jersey programs, projects and 
services are offered to New Jersey’s residents and businesses free of charge. 
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The Partnership for a Drug Free New Jersey 
receives nearly seven dollars of in-kind support for every dollar spent.
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World Auto Group, Inc.
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2010 Revenue by Source

Capitol Contributions - 3.2%

Donations - 10.3%

Grants - 86.5%

2010 Expenses by Category

Fundraising -  2.5%

Management - 11.7%

Program - 85.8%
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Dear Friends,

2010 was a record year at the Partnership for a Drug Free New Jersey!

The year began with recognition by the White House Office of National Drug Control Policy for the

2009 efforts of the PDFNJ’s Operation Medicine Cabinet New Jersey.

This recognition led to the creation of the American Medicine Chest Challenge, the nation’s largest 

privately funded public health initiative addressing the issue of prescription drug abuse and disposal.

Held on November 13, 2010, AMCC assisted community coalitions and local law enforcement in over

37 states raise awareness about the dangers of prescription drugs, and coordinate days of disposal in their

communities. Over 10 tons of unused, unwanted, and expired medicine were collected during AMCC.  

With Spring came our bi-annual Angel of Hope Gala where we honored McCarter and English, our

longtime supporters. McCarter and English has provided pro-bono legal services to the Partnership since

its inception. Special congratulations to Steve Vajtay, PDFNJ Board of Trustees Member on his recent 

appointment to Managing Partner at McCarter and English. 

Soon after, the New Jersey Shout Down Drugs competition kicked-off in May and with it, a new 

program dedicated website which allowed for online voting of the contestants.  Over 150,000 voters 

participated - from New Jersey, all 50 states and 113 countries all over the world.  

All of this occurred while PDFNJ continued to serve as the state’s largest and longest running public 

service campaign generating an unprecedented $10 million in in-kind advertising.

2010 was a wonderful year for the Partnership for a Drug-Free New Jersey but it was only possible with

the support of so many of you.

As we look forward to 2011, I thank you for all of your support and good wishes.

Sincerely,

Joseph A. Miele

Chairman
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Angel of Hope Gala 
Celebrates McCarter and English’s Statewide Leadership

in Pro-Bono Service
The 2010 Angel of Hope Gala brought over 300 corporate, government and non-profit leaders to

recognize the evening’s Angel of Hope Award recipient, McCarter and English and celebrate
the Partnership for a Drug-Free New Jersey as the largest continuous public service

campaign in New Jersey history. Ralph LaRossa, President of PSE&G, served as
chairman of the event. 
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American Medicine Chest Challenge
The American Medicine Chest Challenge, with the leadership and support of
PhRMA, the American College of Emergency Physicians, the Partnership at
Drugfree.org, the Generic Pharmaceutical Association, and the Consumer Healthcare
Products Association has become the largest non-governmental public health response
to the epidemic of prescription drug abuse. 
A community-based program, AMCC provides, free of charge, all of the tools and technical support necessary
for local coalitions to coordinate a multi-media and multi-lingual public education cam-

paign to their community. Over $10 million of in-kind media support was provided to
AMCC community and law enforcement partners throughout the country, resulting

in over 240 million media impressions. AMCC also empowers community-based
organizations to partner with local law enforcement to host a day of disposal

of unused, unwanted, and expired medicine. 

The 2010 Inaugural American Medicine Chest Challenge reached and
surpassed its goals of establishing a national public health initiative. With
coalitions and law enforcement partnerships in 37
states, by all accounts, AMCC was a great success
with over 500 community based partners coor-
dinating hundreds of community-based collec-
tion sites and an estimated 50,000 American
families utilizing  an AMCC collection site, dis-
posing of over 10 tons of unused, unwanted, and
expired medicine in one day. A significant num-

ber of new community-based partners have joined
the 2011 American Medicine

Chest Challenge scheduled for
Saturday, November 12, 2011.

National



New Jersey American Medicine
Chest Challenge
On November 13, 2010, a historic and lifesaving event – The American Medicine Chest Challenge (AMCC) –
a public health initiative to raise awareness about the dangers of prescription drug abuse and a statewide day of 
disposal of unused, unwanted, and expired medicine was held in 100 communities throughout New Jersey, and 
resulted in thousands of residents disposing of over a ton of unused, unwanted, and expired medicine.

The event was held through the coordination of the Partnership for a Drug-Free New Jersey
(PDFNJ) and the Sheriffs’ Association of New Jersey (SANJ), Drug Enforcement Admin-

istration New Jersey Division (DEA-NJ) and local police departments.  

AMCC was created to help New Jersey fami-
lies see their medicine cabinets through

new eyes – as an access point for poten-
tial misuse and abuse of over-the-

counter and prescription medicine
by young people and to provide an
opportunity to properly dispose of
unused, unwanted, and expired
medicines and encourage families
to take the five step American
Medicine Chest Challenge.

New Jersey Shout Down
Drugs Goes Viral
In 2010 New Jersey Shouts Down Drugs instituted an online judging of the 
finalists in the NJSDD music competition. Over 150,000 voters from all 50 states and over 100 countries worldwide cast their
votes, for their favorite performer and prevention song. When all the votes were tallied, Amanda Taylor from Salem County was
named the first place winner. Michael Hardy, Middlesex County and Brian Beckford, Union County were named second and
third place winners, respectively.  The winners delivered their prevention messages at venues throughout the state, including the
Atlantic City Convention Center, Campbell Field, 
and Princeton University. 
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Gerard P. McAleer, special agent in charge for the Drug Enforcement 
Agency New Jersey Division holds prescription drugs that were 
collected in the program last year.

Home > New Jersey Real-Time News > Crime/Courts

N.J. offers 100 collection centers to dispose of 
prescription drugs this weekend
Published: Thursday, November 11, 2010, 7:35 AM 

At 15, Corey Stevens began abusing 

prescription drugs, procuring pills from 

neighbors and friends. A job cleaning 

homes turned into an opportunity to 

rummage through peoples’ medicine 

cabinets.

By 17, he was stealing Oxycontin from 

his grandfather, who had skin cancer.

"It was surprisingly easy. But I think 

about it now — it’s terrible," said 

Stevens, 19, who is currently in a drug 

treatment center. Stevens shared his 

story at a news conference Wednesday 

to help announce a one-day initiative 

for safely disposing of unused, 

unwanted and expired medicine.

The program, "American Medicine 

Chest Challenge," takes place 

Saturday, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., at 

100 collection centers throughout New 

Jersey. It is a community-based effort 

to raise awareness about the dangers 

of prescription drug abuse — especially 

among the young — and a 

collaboration of the Partnership for a 

Drug-Free New Jersey and the Sheriffs’ 

Association of New Jersey.

Abuse of prescription painkillers now 

ranks second behind marijuana as the 

most prevalent illegal drug problem, 

according to the Office of National Drug Control Policy.

In Essex County, Sheriff Armando Fontoura said his narcotics bureau seized 44,000 doses of 

illegal prescription drugs in the last 15 months. "Increasingly, we are seeing more and more 

prescription drugs for sale on our streets," Fontoura said.
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Drugs Don’t Work in NJ!
A free program which helps small and mid-sized businesses establish and maintain drug-free
workplace policies. In 2010, DDW welcomed nationally recognized Employment Law Attor-
neys Nancy Delogu, and Stephen E. Trimboli to New Jersey. 
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ParentCheckNJ.Com
The Partnership for a Drug-Free New Jersey and the New Jersey Prevention Network, as part of the Social Marketing Col-

laborative, in 2010 released a multi-media public service campaign targeting binge and underage drinking in New Jersey’s 18-25
year old population. The campaign is designed to let the parents of New Jersey college-aged students know that they still have influ-

ence over their children when it comes to their misuse of alcohol and remind them that as parents, they still have a key role in prevention –
even to this age group. The multi-media campaign, distributed in cooperation with the New Jersey Broadcasters Association, drives parents to the
website ParentCheckNJ.Com, where they can take an interactive quiz to test their knowledge on the effects of alcohol on their children, and learn
about the new research on brain development, legal ramifications, alcohol policies of all New Jersey schools and colleges, and their role in the 
prevention of underage and binge drinking. 

3rd Grade Contract for a Healthy Life Third Grade students pledge to stay away from drugs, and their parents and
school promise to support this choice.  Contracts are distributed to all students to sign with their parent(s) and
school representative.  Each classroom will receive a poster size contract for students to sign and display in
the classroom.

Design a Fourth Grade Folder Contest Fourth Grade students
are invited to create images answering the question “Fun Things to do Instead of Doing
Drug.”  Two images will be chosen from those submitted and
printed on a PDFNJ folder that will be distributed to every school
in the State in September 2007.

5th Grade Parent Alert Participating schools receive substance
abuse prevention guides for the parents of each of their fifth grade students.
This program is sponsored in part by the Horizon Foundation.abuse prevention.  

Annual Middle School PSA Challenge
Middle school students are invited to create a script for a 30 second Public Service Announcement with 
a peer-to-peer substance abuse prevention message.  The winning script will be filmed, starring the 
students who wrote it at their school.

“Dangers of Underage Drinking: 
How Alcohol Affects Middle School Students” 

Billboard/Calendar Competition  Students in the 5th through 8th grades in New 

Jersey are invited to create original images and slogans answering the question “How Alcohol Affects Middle

School Students.”  A grand prize winner will be chosen to be featured on billboards throughout New Jersey

and 12 finalists will be featured on a calendar that is distributed to every school in NJ.

Listen Up to the Dangers of Underage
Drinking  All the 5th through 8th grade students are 
invited to create a 30 second radio Public Service Announce-
ment script with the theme of children explaining to their par-
ents about why they should be preventing underage drinking.
Scripts will be accepted in both Spanish and English.  The winning scripts will be

professionally recorded and heard on radio
stations throughout New Jersey.

Hudson County Shouts Down Drugs Hudson County Shouts Down Drugs is music and
song writing contest sponsored by the United Way of Hudson County, which asks high school aged participants, in
Hudson County, to write original music and lyrics with substance abuse prevention messages.  

15 Minute Child Break The 15 Minute Child Break is a one-hour, interactive, multimedia 
presentation that informs, encourages and empowers parents to effectively communicate with their children

about the dangers of drugs and alcohol.  PDFNJ will provide a speaker to travel to any community to present the 15
Minute Child Break. Evening presentations are available in Spanish.  

Update No. 58 Spring 2011

It's Time to Start Winning 
the War on Drugs.  

Since the inception of the War on Drugs, New Jersey's
prison population has increased from 5,886 in 1980 to
25,436 in 2009.  Eighty percent of these prison inmates

have substance abuse addictions and nearly sixty percent are
re-arrested within two years of release from prison. Clearly,
we are losing the War on Drugs.

“One of the reasons why, despite decades of heightened law
enforcement and longer prison sentences, we're losing the
War on Drugs is that we're continuing to recycle substance
abuse addicts in and out of prison without giving them a
chance to take charge of their lives and recover from their
addiction.  As a result, they inevitably find their way back into

prison after again threatening and harming the lives and
stealing the property of their family members, their neigh-
bors, or anyone else whom they can prey upon, in order to
relieve the craving caused by their addiction of choice.

“Earn Your Way Out Of Prison and Into Supervision, Treat-
ment and Recovery recognizes the popular definition of in-
sanity and expects different results by doing things
differently.  It challenges prison inmates to earn their way
out of prison by participating in a recovery program based on
self responsibility, a concept foreign to any addict.

“The goal of this pilot program will be to grant a two year
early release from prison to 1000 inmates who successfully
complete its course of self responsibility.  This is not an easy
way out.  Two years ago, when I testified on behalf of drug
court diversion for one of the robbers who invaded my home
at two o'clock in the morning and threatened my life, I said,
‘Most addicted offenders choose to serve a prison sentence
rather than enter a drug court program.  The drug treatment
is rigorous and tough.  It takes courage to enter the program.

Prison is the easy way out.  Drug treatment is demanding.’

“The initial two year $40 million cost of the Earn Your Way
Out Of Prison program will be paid by a restructuring of two
percent of the over $1 billion budget of the Department of
Corrections which, from 1999 to 2009, has had a forty per-
cent increase while its prison population, thanks to the es-
tablishment of Drug Courts and elimination of some
mandatory sentencing, was decreasing twenty percent.  At
the end of the second year, the cost savings from the closing
of a prison wing exceed the cost of the program.  The cost re-
duction to society through reduced crime and recidivism is
priceless.

Notice: This article reflects the opinion of the author and does not nec-
essarily reflect the opinion of Partnership for a Drug-Free New Jersey
(PDFNJ). This information should not be construed as legal advice from
the author or PDFNJ. Please consult your own attorney before making
any legal decisions.

by New Jersey Senator Raymond J. Lesniak

‘Most addicted offenders choose to serve a prison sentence rather than enter a drug

court program.  The drug treatment is rigorous and tough.  It takes courage to enter the

program.  Prison is the easy way out.  Drug treatment is demanding.’

Update No. 57 Winter 2011

Employer Drug Testing Policies:  
Legal Drugs are Different  

ADA Limits on Medical Inquiries May Include 
Tests for Legal Drugs

Most employers today cite workplace safety as
a significant factor in deciding whether to
conduct drug and/or alcohol testing.   Even

in workplaces where the jobs themselves are not in-
herently dangerous, concerns about employee im-
pairment or illegal conduct occurring on premises
may motivate an employer to add a drug testing com-
ponent to its workplace policies.  Many employers, of
course, do have concerns about workplace safety that
extend beyond illegal conduct and impairment
caused by illegal drugs. Workers who are not strong
enough to do their jobs, not careful about following
safety procedures, or who may be impaired by the le-
gitimate use of prescribed medications may harm
themselves or others in the course of their employ-
ment.  Can an employer treat a worker who is im-
paired by a legal substance the same as a worker
who is abusing an illegal drug, however?

The answer is Yes, and No.  Employers should not
allow workers who are unable to perform their jobs
safely to put themselves, their co-workers, or even
the general public at risk, regardless of the cause of
the risk.  Reaching the conclusion that a particular
worker poses a safety risk because of his or her law-
ful use of a prescribed medication, however, is much
more complicated and implicates the Americans with
Disabilities Act’s protections of those who are dis-
abled AND the ADA’s limits on medical examinations

(Continued on next page)

DDW 2010 Stats:

• 150 New Member Businesses representing all
21 New Jersey counties and over 19,000 
employees.

• 21 Educational exchange visits to various
New Jersey business and non-profit forums
throughout the state.

• 12,058 pieces of educational material mailed
to various New Jersey Businesses.

• Total DDW member Businesses and 
organizations to date: 2520

• Total of employees employed by member
businesses: over 850,000  


