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Chemical Similarity between Oxycontin and Heroin

Opioid Prescriptions Dispensed by 
U.S. Retail Pharmacies

This epidemic is creating the new 
“Unlikely Addicts”- Suburban Kids
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Signs & Symptoms of Opiate 
Abuse

 Change in sleep patterns
 Exhaustion or extreme 

tiredness
 Restlessness
 Insomnia
 Memory problems
 Missing items: small 

electronics, cash, checks, 
jewelry

 Nodding out
 Excessive scratching
 Constipation and use of 

laxatives
 Complexion pale in color
 Loss of eye contact when 

engaged in conversation
 Lethargic

 Change in friends
 Moody, argumentative, 

cranky, explosive
 Dark circles under eyes
 Missed appointments or 

dates with family (Say they 
forgot)

 Unreturned phone calls
 Seems depressed and/or 

anxious, stressed out
 Wear long sleeves (even in 

extreme heat)
 Decreased performance at 

job or school
 Withdrawing from once-

pleasurable activities (i.e.: 
loss of interest in sports, 
hobbies)
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Withdrawal Symptoms

 Muscle spasms 

 Vomiting 

 Nausea 

 Sweating 

 Hallucinations

 Paranoia 

 Seizures

Together We Can Make a 
Difference!


