WANTAGETOWNSHIP
AN ORDINANCE
AMENDINGCHAPTERVI "ALCOHOLIC
AMENDTNG 56-5
BEVERAGE CONTROL" BY
CONCERNING
"MINORS''AS WELL AS ADDINGA NEW
REGARDING CONSUMPTION AND
ARTICLE
POSSESSION OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES ON
PRIVATEPROPERTYBY UNDERAGEDPERSONS
Ordinance#2002-22
WHEREAS,N.J.S.A.40:48-1has beenamendedto allowa municipality
to adopt
an ordinancemakingit unlawfulfor any personunderthe legal age to, withoutlegal
authority,knowinglypossessesor consumean alcoholicbeverageon privateproperty;
and,
WHEREAS,the Commitieeof the Townshipof Wantagedeemsuchan ordinance
to be in the best interestof the community.
NOW, THEREFORE,BE lT ORDAINEDby the Committeeof the Townshipof
Wantage,Countyof Sussexand Stateof NewJersey,that existing$6-5 is amendedand a
new $6-54 is addedto the alcoholicbeveragecontrolregulationsas follows:
Section1. Existing$6-5"Minors"is amendedthroughout
to substitute
the number
"21"for the number"18".
Section 2. A new subsection56-54 is herebyadopted,entitled"Possessionand
Consumptionof Alcoholic Beveragesby UnderagePersons."
56-5A.1.Definitions.
a.

"Guardian"
meansa personwho hasqualifiedas a guardianof the underage
personpursuantto testamentaryor courtappointment.

b.

"Relative"meansthe underageperson'sgrandparent,
auntor uncle,sibling
or any otherpersonrelatedby bloodor affinity.

56-5A.2. Consumptionor PossessionProhibitedon Private Property. The
consumptionor possessionof alcoholicbeveragesof any type on privateproperty
by a personwho is underthe legalage andwithoutlegalauthorityis prohibited.
56-5A.3.Exceptions.
a. The provisionof this sectionshall not apply to any underagepersonwho
consumesor possessesan alcoholicbeveragein connectionwith a religious
observance,ceremony,or rite, or consumesor possessesan alcoholic
of a parent,guardianor
beveragein the presenceof and with the permission
relativewho has attainedthe legalage to purchaseand consumealcoholic
beverages.
of alcoholicbeverages
shallnot
b. The provisions
of thischapteras to possession
apply to any such person while actuallyengagedin the performanceof
employmentby a personwho is licensedunder Title 33 of the Revised
of foodwhileenrolledin a
Statutes,or whileactivelyengagedin the preparation
culinaryarts or hotelmanagementprogramat a countyvocationalschoolor
postsecondary
institution.
educational
This sectionshall not be construedto precludethe impositionof a penalty
undersectionR.S.33:1-81,or any othersectionof law againsta personwho is
convictedof unlawfulalcoholicbeverageactivitieson or at premiseslicensed
for the saleof alcoholicbeverages.

56-5A.4.Violationand Penalty.
a.

Any personwho shallviolateanysectionof thisordinanceshallbe subjectto
a fine of two hundredfifty dollars($250.00)for the first offense,and three
for anysubsequent
offense.
hundredfiftydollars($350.00)

b.

Uponconviction
the courtmay,in additionto the fine,suspendor postpone
for six monthsthe drivingprivilegeof the defendant. In the eventa driver's
the courtshallforwarda reportto the Divisionof Motor
licenseis suspended,
Vehiclesstatingthe first and last day of the suspensionor postponement
periodimposedby the courtpursuantto thissection.lf a personat the time
of the impositionof a sentenceis lessthan 17 yearsof age,the periodof
license postponement,includingsuspensionor postponementof the
privilegeof operatinga motorizedbicycle,shallcommenceon the day the
sentenceis imposedand shall runfor a periodof six monthsafterthe person
reachedthe age of 17 years.
lf a personat the time of the impositionof a sentencehas a validdriver's
collectthe license
licenseissuedby this state,the courtshallimmediately
and forwardit to the Divisionalong with the report. lf for any reasonthe
licensecannotbe collected,the courtshall includein the reportthe complete
name,address,dateof birth,eye colorand sexof the person,as wellas the
periodimposedby the court.
firstand lastday of the licensesuspension
The courtshall also informthe personorallyand in writingthat if the person
is convictedof operating a motor vehicle during the period of license
that personshallbe subjectto the penalties
suspensionor postponement,
receipt
set forthin R.S.39:340. A personshallbe requiredto acknowledge
of the writtennoticein writing. Failureto receivea writtennoticeshallnot be
chargeof a violationof R.S.39:340.
a defenseto a subsequent

c.

lf the personconvictedunderthis ordinanceis not a New Jerseyresident,
the non-resident
driving
as appropriate,
the courtshallsuspendor postpone,
privilegeof the personbasedon the age of the personand submitto the
Divisionthe requiredreport.The courtshallnot collectthe licenseof a nonresidentconvictedunderthis section. Upon receiptof a reportby the court,
jurisdiction
of
officialsin the licensing
the Divisionshallnotifythe appropriate
or postponement.
the suspension

Section 3. Severability. lf any provisionof this ordinanceor the application
is held invalid,the remainderof this ordinance
thereofto any personor circumstances
shallnotbe affectedtherebyandshallremainin fullforceandeffect.
Section 4. Repealer. All ordinancesor parts of ordinancesor resolutions
inconsistent
or in oppositionto the provisionsof this Ordinanceare herebyrepealedin
theirentirety.
Section 5. Effective Date. This ordinanceshall take effectafter publicationand
passageaccording
to law.

ATTEST:

COPY
JamesR. Doherty,ClerUAdministrator

COPY
RichardH. Sytsema,Mayor

NOTICEis giventhatthis ordinanceamendment
was introducedand passedupon
first readingat a meetingof the Mayorand TownshipCommitteeof the Townshipof
Wantage,in the Countyof Sussex,NewJersey,heldon June27,2002. lt will be further
considered
for finalpassagewiththe proposedordinanceafterpublichearingat a meeting
of the Mayorand TownshipCommifteeto be held in the WantageTownshipMunicipal
Buifding,888 Route23, Wantage,NewJersey07461,on August8,2002, at 8:00o'clock
P.M., and copiesof the ordinancewill be made availableat the Clerk'soffice in the
MunicipalBuildingto membersof the generalpublic.

INTERPRETIVE
STATEM
WantageTownship OrdinanceNo. 2002-22
Gonsumption/possessionof alcoholic beverageson
private property by underagepersons
fn accordancewith N.J.S.A. 40:48-1, this ordinanceprohibitsconsumptionor
possessionof alcoholicbeverageson private propertyby persons under the legal
drinkingage. The only exceptionsto this ordinanceare: (1) for the consumptionor
possessionof alcoholicbeveragesin connectionwith a religiousevent; or (2) the
consumptionor possessionin the presenceof and with the permissionof a parent,
guardianor relativeover the legal drinkingage; or (3) when underageperson(s)are
actuallyengagedin employmentby a personlicensedunderTitle 33 of the New Jersey
Statutesor engagedin the preparationof food in a culinaryarts or hotel management
programin a vocationalschoolor post-secondary
educationinstitution.
Violationof the ordinanceshall resultin a fine of $250for the first offenseand $350for
any subsequentoffense. Additionally,a person'sdriverslicensemay be suspendedor
postponedfor six months.

