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OR CONSUMPTIONOF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGESBY
4:5-6.POSSESSION
UNDERAGEPERSONON PRIVATE PROPERTYPROHIBITED;PENALTY.II
a. It is hereby unla'*firl for any person under the legal age to, without legal authority knowingly
possessor knowingly consumean alcoholic beverageon privateproperty.
b. Any personfound guilty of violating the terms of this sectionshall be subjectto a fine of two
hundredfifty ($250.00)dollars for the first offenseand a fine of three hundredfifty ($:S0.00) dollars
for any subsequentoffense. In addition, the court may, upon a finding of guilty, in addition to the fine
authorizedfor this offense,suspendor postponefor six (6) monthsthe driving privilegesof the
defendant.Upon the conviction of any personand the suspensionor postponementof that person's
driverslicense,the Court shall forward a reportto the Division of Motor Vehicles statingthe first and
last day of the suspensionor postponementperiod imposedby the Court pursuantto this section.If a
personat the time of the imposition of a sentenceis lessthan seventeen(17) yearsof age,the period of
licensepostponement,including a suspensionor postponementof the privilege of operatinga
motorizedbicycle, shall commenceon the day the sentenceis imposedand shall run for a period of six
(6) monthsafter the personreachesthe age of seventeen(17) years.If the defendantat the time of the
impositionof the sentencehas a valid driver'slicenseissuedby this State,the Court shall immediately
collect the licenseand forward it to the Division of Motor Vehiclesalong with the completereport.If
for any reasonthe licensecannotbe collected,the Court shall include in the report the completename,
address,dateof birth, eye color, and sex of the person,as well as the first and last dateof the license
suspensionperiod imposedby the Court.
c. The Court shall inform the personorally and in writing that if the personis convictedof
operatinga motor vehicle during the period of licensesuspensionor postponement,the personshall be
subjectto the penaltiesset forth in N.J.S.A. 39:3-40.The defendantshall be requiredto acknowledge
receiptof the written notice in writing. Failureto receivea written notice or failure to acknowledgein
writing the receiptof the written notice shall not be a defenseto a subsequentchargeof a violation of
N.J.S.A.39:3-40.
d. If the personconvictedunder this sectionis not a New Jerseyresident,the Court shall suspendor
postpone,as appropriate,the nonresidentdriving privilege of the personbasedon the ageof the person
and submitto the Division the requiredreport.The Court shall not collect the licenseof a nonresident
convictedunderthis section.Upon receiptof a reportby the Court the Division shall notiff the
appropriateofficials in the licensingjurisdiction of the suspensionor postponement.
e. This sectionshall not prohibit an underagc personfrom consumingor possessingan alcoholic
an
beveragein connectionwith a religious observance,ceremony,or rite or consumingor possessing
alcoholicbeveragein the presenceof and with the permissionof a parent,guardianor relativewho has
attainedthe legal ageto purchaseand consumealcoholicbeverages.
f. This sectionshall not prohibit the possessionof alcoholicbeveragesby any underagc person
while actuallyengagedin the performanceof employmentby a personwho is licensedunderTitle 33
of the revised statutes,or while actively engagedin the preparationof food while enrolled in culinary
arts or hotel managementprogram at a county vocational school or post-secondaryeducational
institution;however,this sectionshall not be construedto precludethe imposition of a penaltyunder
this section,N.J.S.A.33:1-81,or any othersectionof law againsta personwho is convictedof
unlawful alcoholicbeverageactivity on or at premiseslicensedfor the saleof alcoholic beverages.
g. Definitions.As usedin this section,the following terms shall have the meaningsindicated:
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