ORDINAI\ICE NO. 2OOO-13
AN ORDINA}ICE AMENDING THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF
METUCHT',N, CHAPTER 53 THERtrOF, ENTITLED ALCOHOLIC
BEVERAGES, TO ADD DEF'INITIONS, WOLATIONS AIYD PENALTIES FOR
UNDERAGE DRINKING ON PRTVATE PROPERTY
WHf,REASothe Boroughof Metuchendesiresto amendand supplementspecific
provisionsconcerningthe possession
and consumptionof alcoholicbeverages
on private
property;and
WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Metuchen have
determinedthat the StateLegislaturethroughPublicLaw 2000,Chapter33, approvedand
effective June 28, 2000, adding statute section N.J.S.A. 40:48-1.2,has provided
municipalitiesthe authority to makeordinancesto regulateunderagedrinking on private
property;and
WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Metuchenhave further
determinedthat it is the best interestof the residentsof the Borough and to protect the
interestof our childrento adoptan ordinanceto regulateunderagedrinking as provided
by law,
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Boroughof Metuchenthat
Chapter 53 of the Code of the Borough of Metuchen is hereby amendedand
supplemented
asfollows:
Section l. Chapter53 of the Code of the Borough of Metuchenis hereby
amendedto adda new sectionfollowing $53-8,to be knownas $53-9asfollows:
$s3-e pRoHIBrTroN
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UNDERAGE DRTNKTNG ON

PRTVATE

Definitions
asusedin this section

"Guardian" meansa personwho has qualified as a guardianof the underageperson
pursuantto the testamentaryor court appointment.
"Relative" meansthe underagedperson'sgrandparent,aunVunclgsibling, or any other
personrelatedby blood or affrnity.
"IJnderage"meansunderthe legal age for the possession
and consumptionof alcoholic
beveraqes
asprovidedtry law.
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UnderageDrinking on PrivatePropertyProhibited;Exceptions

$s3-9.2
A.

It shall be unlawful for any person under the legal age who, without
authority, knowingly possessesor knowingly consumesan alcoholic
beverageon private property.

B.

An underagedpersonis not prohibitedfrom consumingor possessing
an
alcoholicbeveragein connectionwith a religiousobservance,
ceremony,
or rite or consumingor possessingan alcoholic beveragein the presence
of and with the permission of a parent, guardian or relative who has
attainedthe legal ageto purchaseand consumealcoholicbeverages.

C.

An underagepersonis not prohibitedfrom the possessionof alcoholic
beveragesby any suchpersonwhile actually engagedin the performance
of employment by person who is properly licensed and permitted to
engagein suchactivity under Title 33 of the RevisedStatutesof the State
of New Jersey,the Code of the Boroughof Metuchen,or while actively
engagedin the preparationof food while enrolled in a culinary arts or
hotel managementprogram at a county vocational school or post
secondary educational institution/ however, this section shall not be
construedto precludethe imposition of a penalty under this section,
N.J.S.A.33:l-81, the Code of the Boroughof Metuchenor any other
sectionof law againsta personwho is convictedof unlawful alcoholic
beverageactivity on or at premiseslicensedfor the sale of alcoholic
beverages.

$s3-e.3

Violations;Penalties

A.

Fines. Upon Convictionfor a first offensea violator shallbe punishedby
a fine of $250.00and$350.00for any subsequent
offense.

B.

Suspension
of Postponement
of Driver's License. In additionto the fine
authorizedfor this offense, the Court may suspendor postponefor six
monthsthe driving privilegeof the defendant.Upon the convictionof any
personandthe zuspension
or postponement
ofthe person'sdriverslicense,
the court shallforward a reportto the Division of Motor Vehiclesstating
the first andlast dayof the suspension
periodimposedby
or postponement
fhe
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If a personat the time of impositionof a sentenceis lessthan 17 yearsof
age, the period of license postponementincluding a suspensionor
postponementof the privilege of operatinga motorized bicycle shall
is imposedandshallrun for a periodof
commenceon the daythe sentence
six monthsafterthe personreachesthe ageof 17years.
If a personat the time of the impositionof a sentencehasa valid driver's
licenseissuedby this State,the court shallimmediatelycollectthe license
and forward it to the division along with the report. If for any reasonthe
license cannot be collected,the court shall include in the report the
completename,address,dateofbirttu eyecolor, andthe sexofthe person,
periodimposed
aswell asthe first and last dateof the licensesuspension
by the court.
The court shall inform the personorally and in writing that if the personis
convicted of operating a motor vehicle during the period of license
the personshall be subjectto the penalties
suspension
or postponement,
forth
in
N.J.S.A.39:3-40.
A personshallbe requiredto acknowledge
set
receiptof a written notice in writing. Failureto receivea written notice or
failure to acknowledgein writing the receipt of a written notice shall not
be a defense
to a subsequent
chargeof a violationofN.J.S.A.39:3-40.
If the personconvictedunder such an ordinanceis not a New Jersey
resident,the court shall suspendor postpone,as appropriate,the nonresidentdriving privilege ofthe person,basedon the age ofthat person
and submittot he divisionthe requiredreport. The court shallnot collect
the licenseof a non-residentconvictedunderthis section.Upon receiptof
a reportby the court,the division shall noti8/ the appropriateofiicials in
the licensingjurisdictionof the zuspension
or postponement.
SectionfI.

EffectiveDate

This Ordinanceshallbecomeeffectiveupon its final adoptionandpassage
accordingto law.

Introduction: October16,2000
Final Adoption: November6, 2000
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