BOROUGHOF HOPEWELL
COUNTY OF MERCER. STATE OF NEW JERSEY
ORDINANCE NO. 661
AN ORDINANCE CONCERNINGUNDERAGEDRINKING ON PRIVATE PROPERTY
VIOLATIONS AND AMENDING CHAPTER III OF THE "REVISED GENERAL
ORDINANCESOF THB BOROUGHOF HOPEWELL,I97j" ENTITLED ''POLICE
REGULATIONS''

BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor andCouncilof the Boroughof Hopewell,Countyof Mercer,
asfollows:
Stateof Neu'Jersev.
of the Boroughof Hopewell,
SectionOne. ChapterIII of the "RevisedGeneralOrdinances
is herebyamended
1975,"entitled"PoliceRegulations,"
by insertinga newsectionasfollows:

3-25

Prohibitionof UnderageDrinking on PrivateProperfy

consumption
of alcoholicbeverages
by a personunderlegalageonprivate
3-25.1Possession,

Pursuantto the provisionsof N.J.S.A.40:48-1.2,it shall be unlawfr-rlfor any personwho is under the
legal age to purchase alcoholic beverages,to knowingly possesssame without legal authority or
knowingly consumeany alcoholicbeverageon privateproperty.
3-25.2. Exceptions.
provisions,in accordancewith N.J,S,A. 40:48-L2c,nothing in
Notwitlrstandingthe above-mentioned
Section3.25.1shallserveto proliibit:
a.

b.

637'72_l

An underagepersonfrom consumingor possessingan alcoholicbeveragein connectionwitli a
an alcoholicbeveragein the
religiousobservance,.ceremony
or rite or consumingor possessing
presenceof arid with the permissionof a parent,guardianor relativewho has attainedthe legal
age to purchaseand consumealcoholic beverages.
L

For the purposesof this section,"guardian"shall meana personwho hasqualified as a
guardianof the underagepersonpursuantto testamentaryor court appointment.

2.

"Relative" shall meanthe underageperson'sparent,grandparent,aunt, uncle,sibling or
any other personrelatedby blood or affinity.

The possessionof alcoholicbeveragesby any underagepersonwhile actually engagedin the
performanceof employmentby a personwho is licensedunderTitle 33 of the RevisedStatutes,
in the preparationof food while enrolledin a culinary arts or hotel
or while actively er-rgaged
educationalinstitution;
managementprogramat a county vocationalschoolor post-secondary
however,this sectionshall not be construedto precludethe imposition of a penaltyunderthis
Article,N.J.S.A.33:1-81,or any othersectionof the law againsta personwho is convictedof

unlawful alcoholic beverageactivity on or at premiseslicensedfor the saleof alcoholic
beverages.
3-25.3 Violationsand penalties.
a.

Any personconvictedfor violating the terms of this Article shall be subjectto the following fi1es:
l.

First offense- $250.00.

2.

Secondor subsequent
offenses- $350.00.

3.

In the eventofa secondor subsequentconvictionfor this offense,the court may require
the underagepersonto completean alcohol counselingprogramselectedby the court.

Additionalll'.the court may,upon a finding of guilty, in additionto the fine authorizedfor this
offense,suspendor postponefor six (6) monthsthe driving privilegesof the defeldalt.
l.

Upon conviction of any personand the suspensionor postponementof that person,s
driver'slicense,the court shall forward a reportto the Division of Motor Veiicles stating
the first and last day of the suspensionor postponementperiod imposedby the court
pursuantto this section.

2'

If a personat the time of the imposition of a sentenceis lessthan 17 yearsof age,the
period of licensepostponement,including a suspensionor postponementof the privilege
of operatinga motorizedbicycle, shall commenceon the day the sentenceis irnposedand
shall run for a period ofsix monthsafter the personreachesthe age of 17 years.

3.

If the defendantat the time of the impositionof the sentencehas a valid driver'slicense
issuedby this State,the court shall imrnediatelycollectthe licenseand forward it to the
Division of Motor Vehicles along with the report. If for any reasonthe licensecannotbe
collected,the Court shall include in the reportthe completename,address,dateof birth,
eye color and sex of the personas well as the first and last dateof the licensesuspension
period imposedby the court.

4.

The court shall inform the personorally and in writing that if the personis convictedof
operatinga motor vehicle during the period of suspensionor postponement,the person
shall be subjectto the penaltiesset forth in N.J.S.A. 39:3-40. The individual shall be
required to acknowledgein writing the receipt of the written notice. Failure to receive a
written notice or failure to acknowledge in writing the receipt of a written notice shall not
be a defenseto a subsequent
chargeof a violationof N.J.s.A.39:3-40.

5.

If the personconvictedunderthis Article is not a New Jerseyresident,the court shall
suspendor postpone,as appropriate,the non-residentdriving privilege ofthe persol
basedon the age of the personand submit to the Division of Motor Vehiclestire required
report. The court shall not collect the licenseofa non-residentpersonconvictedunder
this section. Upon receiptof a report by the court,the Division of Motor Vehiclesshall
notifli the appropriateofficials in the licensingjurisdiction of the suspensionor
postponement.

SectionTwo. This Ordinance
shalltakeeffecton final passage
andpublicationin accordance
with the law.
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